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Introduction:
India and Nepal are among the few neighbouring countries of the world that are

indissolubly interlinked historically, culturally and socially. Geographically and economically,

the valley of Nepal is inseparable from the Indo-Gangetic plain (Somnath and Ashadhar, 1985,

p. 137). In no two countries one can find so much similarity between the peoples and the
traditional interactions between them as in India and Nepal. Despite the vast differences of size,
resources and capabilities, the two countries have many things to share and benefit each other.

The Geographical proximity and long open boarder of these two countries had resulted in great
common socio-cultural heritage that provided the base-stone for the strong historical
relationship. The dominant faith of the majority of people in the two countries is Hinduism
(Ibid. p. 37). The social structure of both of the countries characterised by the hierarchical caste
system (Gaige, 1975, p.17). People migrated from Bihar and U.P to the Tarai region of Nepal

had formed an ethnic category in society of Nepal. Nepal is also a buffer state which has
greater significance to the strategic point of view of India. After independence with different
treaties India and Nepal tried hard to provide strength to their socio-cultural, economic,
political and strategic partnership. Despite this, the Indo-Nepalese relations had undergone
significant changes. Several complexities had emerged in historically strong relationship. In
this era of globalization the various forces are affecting the historical tie between the two
countries. The theme of this paper is socio-cultural heritage as a dominant factor in shaping and
influencing India-Nepal relations. An attempt will be made in this paper to examine the factors
of socio-cultural bondage in terms of historical account of religion, language, caste system,
marriage, festivals and suggest from Indian perspective measures for revamping and
revitalizing bilateral friendship in this new millennium.

Methodology

This proposed paper will be based on information and data from secondary sources.
The secondary sources includes the books, manuscripts, magazines, journals, newspapers,
published and unpublished government reports and documents, personal letters and writings,
institutional reports, ete. The method of analysis will be historical and comparative. The nature
of this paper will be qualitative.
Historical Anatomy of Indo-Nepalese Relations
The historical ties between the two countries date back to 3,000 years when the first

Aryan tribesmen entered into the Tarai region of Nepal from then confluence of Ganges and
Jamuna about 900 to 800 B.C. (Ibid, P. 155). After this many important kingdoms, such as
Videha, Kapilavastu, Simraun Garh, etc. were established in the frontier areas of Indo-Nepal
border and had great socio-cultural, economic and political relationships with Anga, Magadh,
Vajjisangha, Kashi and Kosal kingdoms of Gangetic plains. Buddha was born in Lumbani
which was situated in Kapilvastu of Tarai region. The maurya emperor Ashoka the great had
spread their empire to the extent of valley of Nepal and collected the revenue from the various
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Abstract
The concept of power is very important to understand human behaviour in society whether it is

g‘nmm'?'r o "Me;"‘ Power manifests itself in the form of power relations. Since society is complex and
n"r"*‘ff:’;‘:';;’"" ;’f’_‘;’;’:::ct also very complex. In svmrmfngy. there exists an agency-structure duaff'sm,
Sheoais heoresical pers ec;"! '-5“’“'010.‘:\’ also has this ﬂ'ﬂ_ah.rv. In this regard, this paper deeply reviews
S BN i gn . ne.?' c;f fJ‘_l(’ power c.unc-lc’pr within 'borh the macro and micro realms of stu.dv.

y B Bilscien aheo SOC;‘O 0£l_crat' (I’,\‘ammarmﬂ:v and fr'{cludes.‘ (1) from the macro rheoretfcaf
i R ol stk b;}::'zw' “’?C‘f;?ﬂdhsm. Weberian, Elitist approaches and. (2) from the micro
i wtaﬂf‘m e ioura m{ c?pproach. Based on the review of the various macro and micro
perspec . S in theorizing about the nature of power are widely discussed throughout

the paper.
Keywords: Power, Constant-Sum, Variable-Sum, Class Relations, Dispersive Power.

Introduction
Power is an integral part of the functioning of every human organisation. Human

organizations are mostly dynamic in nature and power accounts much for what dynamism as
human gmups strive to take each other's power into account in their actions. According to
Webster's Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, 'Power’ means possession of control, authority,
or inﬂ}zeu?e over f)thers. It is used as a synonym of force, energy, strength, might and also
authority, jurisdiction, control, command, sway and domination, etc. The English word 'power
is derived from the Latin ‘posse' which in turn is derived from 'potis'. According to webster's
New Twentieth Century Dictionary, the French expression Pouvoir' is equivalent of power, and
is derived from an old infinitive 'podir', which means 'to be able'. The Hindi equivalent of the
term 'Power’ is 'Shakti', a derivation of Sanskrit 'Shakta' which means "ability to do something.
Thus, it appears that the word meaning of 'Shakti' (in Hindi or Sanskrit) is no different from the
meaning of power (in English).
The term 'power’ is used in two broad perspectives. First, it is used purely in a scientific
2nd mechanical/ technical context, and second, it is used in terms of the relationship among
puman beings. In the first sense, ‘power’ stands for all forms of utilization of natural energy —
the phenomena of power of nature can be observed in the forms qf light, heat‘, clectnctt)'r,
magnetism, motion, etc. In the second sense, 'Power' in human society, or ‘Socxtal—power 18
ansformed into order, force, authority, command, ete. It may be expressed in terms of
int human activity and guided by a

‘organized social power’, engendered and maintained by joint h . by
more a less explicitly agreed-upon set of rules to me into action by special organs deciding

upon and determining their rules. o 4 it
Here. we are concerned only with the power which is exercised 1n _thc context of human
; dual or group. An individual or group do not

relations, Power is never the property of an indivi |
bold power in isolation, they hold it in relation to Others. | .
' ’ istributi swer: is it concentrated in the hands of a sma
What is the nature and distribution of pow i e e A

- : Lew-ily ) r1s us
minority or widely distributed throughout R apsioty’ ov 5oV hole? These are some

¢ benefit of society as a W '
i ot & A g B e of power in society which led to the

_M"ﬂs about the nature, distribution, and role
“Mergence of different perspectives about power relations.
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B AT O ¥ gl T | i U A ARt FEroTara]

JTTCTT = 3TT2IT UG 3MTehiel BT a1 fhroT Bl Udbe fha

fiide o foraeT wxil Ao T—anies aRReIfT F JraRiardy

2 | FHTSTdTal Ride T A1 A/ Pl G IS B
qrell f2ide 2| 9Ra €1 T8l g1 & oid el W
FHToaTe fidd &1 fadr Ud faRaR gam & O U
3fTe & WU H T8 31T AT qHwAma, 3T vd afdd |
I AHAdT DI Jad S b Gbed D A1 Faq o H
SR E |
[ATSETE] AT @1 difgs vl : e
fRIq &1 Saafcd U= W & ST & | FaUUH JR% U
Wil A ANTRST BT 3 avt # faifora faar o, vy
& STiae Bl Jerd Araegamarsi &1 gfl & T W
W HEYuT AT T | (Cole, 1955)

AISTAN R FAN ST A g€ & g1
H goT o, @ IR fRiaw # wwrerare) fias & i

BT B | 51 e & fiqe § i vd Greiid R fagiy

NEINCICRERE G GG R AR R I

T JANT & SRR TR A1 A - 9 H FHAroTara)
3fTaIeTT Pl AN GQRIT | Siea & AR_A—gT 7 419 B
fafere gRRyeradl # wraard! darRe! &1 SuraRd HR
T HRG A Hifr BT AN BT M BB ST Bl
AT, AT U =g & folv ST Red Ud Aifad faar
ST S |

R H AATSITE feid™ 19—20d} TTdTed] &1 TeT & |
TR BUTE I TG SIGTTS ~RIoT Blet AIRT B FHGTCN
o qII 3 @I @ IR ISl A_Te adb &l
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FAOIATE) i & uerd g9 "ef¥ orfae & T
H BT 8 1 S ‘5% UBTer H YHIId U+ fset |
IR TS BRI & AR ST B Fgl ATereT
B qAT FAERT S AT fIHT R a9y IR <7 31

9Ycd B! [TaRYRT BT TAR—IAR {HaT 1T | S, aTecR
anfe =1 3o i # Al Hufcd W Fer UeR fBar | g4
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I FHRAT UG AT BT IWFR B 3T | AR & 2oy

TG 31 IR Bl ARDII Sia = §7eivs | Famara] foiaq

AeTE & | 9 JMY1P YoildTe & g AMeAlddd of | ST
Tt AT off o gafkerd vd wwfed amfsie Sias &
forT Ig aawTs & f g9 forv srawR &7 gH=ar den
AT JMavaadhdri o gfd & gAReEa fear S 1
STl Soiad I A Al qdd o | #

BT ST YT BT | Wi H Ave ATSHT o TAT 3710S H
BIet e -1 AGR! Td INIET BT U AT deRaT B
TRaTfad T | e ArgHe o 319+ fafdy o= ud o e &
AT ¥ BRI T & GAMHAIT &1 SUNET TR @,
FORTH HATSATE Tl & oot fou o P

ARt | 1 FaERT @1 gfad & ferg o wwafad &

IHET W SR fAr| wed 7 vl gEe dRIfRe

g faar ufquifed fad S waerars) fRids &
B W WY A @ usd & | S9dT 71491 o7 {6 dig
fl fad Jzar 21 A1 AR | ) BT Ao, e, e,
fafdrear vd efada & wafhvr fders &1 Fgfad srawr
YT BT A1 | AT BT T oiIfad gRerfd gae
fopam St =nfe ¢

THO UH0 I IR H FHreare) fRaT & s g

A mel’ | ggTcd Yifdedre Td UfagiRie Yifdadre

eI o | I7aI HIGRIaTal JATRaT T YA foar eI
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AI—AaaTEY RHTT B wUNET Ugd @l |  A1d AT
&I gfdd & foq AFER wfe, vERdr, fARredr &1 JH T,
IR U9 W@AsAdT & JMcid H fAHRid & & gewr o |

31 aRE e & RidT § ff areardy g3 @ e

1930 & TG & YA H HRIFRC ISt 1 HidA
T4 TSN &7 R fhar qer e |rferre urdt &
AT BRATE B FT & [9 IR STl H Aroiare ol
AHEIdT qAT © H Telferd &) fawear & 9€ IRa #

g ued & | Fefy sl afedra gwfa & S=e

BRI 1 ARIfeRe Ure! I o1 % T | IR-Frgfe

& UeER TRl o, U] SCIRY & AIETH | 9 FHISAT]
AT BT 9grar <A1 Ared o | 9 FRR 3 Wvsg Ud HeRR

AT AT = HRIfFRET BT faRwT faam uRg smard vsed
Td TG ARRIV & FHIT I BRI BT AN IR

ST & ARIH I Y AN BT AT fIhRT HRAl
ITEd 9 | Bold: Said ddied &l U+ faaRl &7 b=
favg 71T | 1< ¥ M0N0 I, TATERATSA 786, ST

foTam T T vt AR & gATEl | B cferd
AT S @R, My yawT, dfierg onfe # Arerfere
91t BT B HRIFRST DI A9 a7 11| wg a8 |

ARV, IAAATER AMfRaT, W 7R MM -1 1 FHrorara]
R T 9RA 3T T I°

AR A GHIGEIS] 3figlad : YR H FATSErd]
3MRIT B YN B BT Hifd & T I A S
AHar 2 | fgda favisiy aryfve I=1ee & 91 17
3FCER, 1920 P HRARI HRYFRT IS BT T3 ARTH<

STIYHTR 7 ¥ HET 6 T8 Bl Vs Fe1 Yo o, Riifh
fgfa favage &1 sxgfRel 7 |wefq foar qen
AI—E—ATT BRI ARIORE el BT AR 1 BT |

A 1948 W ARG H \reforee Uil &1 Bod
SIfErIer Y JAeeIdT Youicanar o far qer dfea &
UE R TIUGRT AR Gl T | TS HRIBIRT H

H T 73T | $H HRAYS HERT H THOTAO [, JAEHG
9, T RIgEd! anfe ug@ o I° THO TH0 I &
Tl  HRA & 3eR A IRA SRR Ut & a8
HGHAT BT ST 83Tl | FNeR V& el TRl & T8N
3 fafi=t ol 7 fafa= Aamil & g # IR HrgfRe

HHCTGA] FCTIURIT, 3RHUTT ARG 37ell, TR RiE,
#] fom a1 1 enfireT fham 1T | 1950 # HETRT B
H 3aR = <4 Pl FeTEd AUl TS T2 7RH Hadl

BT ARIT I AT | 1952 & 37T FA1G H ARIfoRe ure
= 9T foram g $HHT USRI WX T | Held: A

UTET BT FITSAHD AR TR LA BT 17 | FoTTHR
3TE¥e, THOV0ST, RATRIde] Afeear, sitea ST qen
AT FA 37T =1 AT T, IR, FeT, HYad Ura
TqAT G H AR RIS 1St Bl =iged U&= fBar
TAT FHTTATST 3TaTe Bl N emaT | RivRTae] Tfcear
% YA W RARI ASIGR UTeT & deamed § Yo aR
RT ¥ 1 A 1923 BT A a9 HT mAIS fBa1 M7 |7

T 1927 ¥ UfST TATER ollel 8% « AIfaad w4 dl

NG <G B ORI & I1a5]g TIIHT ARMIYT, IJAAAER
AT TAT 3MMP HEdT S YATAT I AL Tel &bl
TSEE AR S0d10 U & FHAM HoTgR UaTT uret
B AT 39D A1 & RIarR 1952 § TSI Aeiferve
aTEl BT ST BAT | 3 41 S0GI0—T8% HEANT HaTa
TAT SHH ST~ ¥H & HROT MH HedT ¥ Afed ug o
ST < QT | R 1953 & Igl ATIe & F9I T
IR R 4TS Thle 81 AT JAT S0 AIf2dT T Afra vd

AT DI TAT IET ATRIATS] Hisd I YHIAT BIdhR AR H
BIUF TSI & 3G &1 FAISTATG] AT Bl Yo BRI DI
TN 3T | et TR <9 ud |arguiias ° A urdt @&
3fex & FHTSTATR] HRIHH! B HUIRET URgd DI | 3T
T STRAYGTYT AR Y SMReT | Araiard fad &
AT ARA H YT fhar T S Ut | e 99 Y|

IR BN Ut & IR B UHh FATars] HRA B
RRATYAT BT | ST ST THT 1932 H S0 M AHTER Al
o ST ¥ 370 QTS IX1 ) FATeTaTG] fRide @ AT IRa
QYR | A 37T SEI & QR RIS STl H ST
TRII, JMLNH Hedl, 37=gd Ucde, Hi AAHI, AR
I, THOTE0 STATaTelT, THOSH0 TR =T THoTHO Sireht
BT JATDIT gg TAT 9 7RI T P ST & 3feR &
GBI TATSTATE! UIET & o &l (eed favar | 397 9da
AT ¥ 17 HS 1934 BT U1 § B Afore rel &r

3ard PUAT BT ehel AT TAT| ARG b w9 A
HAMIE & 918 AIfRAT 7 3MH AN, WHaR Ussl gd
Sfordl & S & foly v % o f3ar| uvq 1954 #
IR Gl BIRINT & ORI 3 Slif2ar =1 ‘oo Areifore
el BISHR 1955 H U Udh A Ut ArerfeRe Iret
BT T T |

1956 31 1964 Teh FHIGTATG] AT &l RIS H deT
RET | URg 1957 AT 1962 P A 1@l Bl fAherar 7 U
TR bR FHTSTATEl et Bl Mud # e o= qrey b |
1964 # T A Ut YA FHAIG] UIET BT TS
BT | IR U R R 1965 ¥ ‘IoTT RIS UIEl” 3feft
B T | R 1 Hga FeTorare) urel 5 wfad & S
H |ATSIATE] STfaIe B 3T F Tl & |

1965 @ TRTORT RIS H THO THO SIIRT Pl fedel
TqAT IS 1T BT Al AT AT | S FHI ATTITH

e T 3T | 3HS TRITUAT ATATL Y Fezietdlr e
A% <d 1 {1 | Siafds SHdT Yo ST SraceR 1934
S0 ARIUIT I Seerdl 3 dfvl 3 gaTT fSTH ol 150
3N TRl 7 9T ORI | STAUeTe AR Bl |
AT I+ /AT, HIGTetTel T, THOSH0 TN TRIT TRaIara

DI WY Afd AAIT fbar 127

STRIAATS, YR SR, A8 [ A5dqol -1l & w9 H
I | AT ATSTETE Ut ¥ ¥ <9 # s, sferdr,
AiEeTell qUT U dl & ARfdddH ol va fawss &
forg <eraamdy srieie™ Iy qe $9 SH-—-3lRIeT &
w0 # IR ox 3T | g9RI driwdiel & AT €t
JifEar, THogHo ST, Y ol TSR, IMAdd
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ATed, STl BAerd Tl BUNl SThR e =Iarsil &l
RFAR PR SieT H §8 PR a1 71| 5T | Rer & &
g Afar S =1 wdy faelt wféat @r vage o g%
e eI 1962 & A1 FATd W AT oAl # HYad AU

el = S SH—adT S~ Bl SAD URUH oy
<9 H, GaR B dee #, &5 uifedl @1 S8y 8ol
i WUl @ A ges @1 | fies Tl &
foTT 3TReTYT BT Yraemd fhar a7 SHd ST IER)

T BT ARBR I JAT 3 B A1 fqueh wiid & Toee
™ @ I BT YHIMT 88 |°

1971 # U@ IR R Fgaq Arerferee urclh qoIm ‘uei
srerfere uIet &1 omud # faea g1 mar den |rifere
9Tl BT TS BT AT | HUL SR BT et TAT A
TUS DI ARIT AT AT | UG 1972 H ISRV 7 AT

TSI IR # 98T | URg 1990 & dTa FHTSTdTal
IR IRTAR & BRYT DHetfhd Ud HHAGAR T3 & |
RIGTIfceh Hecarepier, UREREre, S SR Td Jeidror
B RIS o FHISTATET 3fTQIe PI gR | IR al ¢ |
S G dTac[e FHTSTATET AT 3fet i1 ffaT 8 qen
IRT @1 {1 T S Ul A1 R w0 H SdHedroT Ug

BIh] HYaT AeIfele Urel’ &1 e fdar | dio dio Hed
DI 3feTe qAT ATl IR DI ARIT AT 1T | 1973 H
SISt BASRT BT AreIfere Ut T el qUT g
AIg BT ARG A1 TAT| 39S 18 STIIBIR ARTI0T &
g A el sifkies &1 g fdar i Sio 9o

FHAMAS T & Ui Hieag © | ATl 2197 Al &
IR H TG R I HSATGT, ASHHROT TAT ISRIGI
@I Auc 7 &; W, s, gford, fHaml vd A9gi @t
Rerfar ofik @R1g 81 &1 7 | 918, IRER, RISHR],
RISTAIfT BT JTURENARYT, faari @l icrgeT, Afgensii &

3fRTe™ & M ¥ ST el 2 | stodlo & ufig faeen
HTE AT SATEIATE BISPIC & §IRT SfaxT T & A1 Bl
S 5 M & B & SR ST TRl qer B

fOeg dadl 34T offe 3 AT FATST &1 90T Y
W7 BT ST V&) 2 | U H SrrawendT © fob 9t werorare)
fRia aTol GIRT Th 1M 3 AT FATSIdTST 3fiaTel Bl

WRHR AR B T8 | Held: 25 SF 1975 Pl 9RA H
ST SR R form 1T | 41 o <Teiiait bl AR
IR AW A= Sl § d8 B I | sl 9
BT TS BT AT | ARRSH <TS DI S7ee] ToAT IR0
P IURAL AT TAT| ATAGWT 3frearofl, Jues Are,
e I TIT T Dl Afga Fgad fdhar i | edl
FAHAAT H SIAT TSt BT IR 9gAa Aol 9o ARRSH
SIS DI WA AT TAT| Rg A9 991 B SR B
FHTSTATG] &l Ueb dR R fa=eR 11| 1980 & 3MH
A o dTe A= yrefrep AHTSTarel urfél 1 o gal
FORTH FATSTATET UTET, ST G, IS ST &, STl
T (GASTS), ST &l ARER, dI9] ST &, 3Mfa
yg 2| Feft it e qdl o faevss & aRo
FHISIATE] AR HAGIR 37T & | fhr 1 FHTorara)
RIq®! & AT & BRI BT TRHR FH TS
Al 1 Y PR B forg arey & 2 |

sl : RT SN ATHdid HATITHRT 59 H STat
3iferepTer TR TR Y@ & =1 SHaTad Bl AsTqR

g, gHIoaTel 3ffere= ool T UThafiie g | qATedr)

Ao BR QT Pl 571 TR I Jad X |
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Caste in Indian Politics: A Sociological Overyiey,
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i ’s social and political s
The caste system is asignificantfeature of India’s social :’;ﬂi‘ p e S[t‘rruclurc. It i

ted \:vilh the social and economic status of the members l- e socie y. It offersa specif,
1 | ty is anordered society. Caste is the base of

o . % 7
ethnic identity to its members.Indian s0OC ' _ ; o
Indian socialitramm. Caste plays asignificant role in Indian democracy. Every activity iy
the Indi‘an political system is directly or indirectly regulated by caste.Leaders of some politicy)

parties use it for their egotistic interests, further agg‘ravatir?g: the prguslwcd attiFudg? qf[ht
general community. Caste plays a distinct role In po!lt:cal !hmkmg and '“di}’ld'uat
involvement.After independence, our constitution came .mto ex_ls_tence. Our const!tulion
provided equal fundamental rights to every citizen of the society. This in some wax,determratcd
the caste system. But, democratic politics, adult franchise, and reservation policy provided
air to the caste system and now it is the most powerful feature of party politics in Indian
society. Against this backdrop, this paper aimsto analyze the present status of politics inlndia
while relatingto caste.

Keywords: Caste, Democratic Politics, Ethnic Identity, Political Socialization, Pressure
Group

Introduction:

The word ‘caste’ denotes the social status group whose membership is primarily
determined by birth (Shekhon, 2000).” The caste system is inherited, an endogamous group
that is mostly restricted to the local area. It has a long history of being associated with 2
profession and a specific place in the local caste system”(Srinivas,1962). At the local level
castes are divided into smaller groupings of sub-castes which are called ‘Jati’, Every ‘Jati's
an occupational group.The similarity of work gives them similar social identities. They a¢
further classified according to wealth, power, and privilege(Shekhon,2000). “It became ?
closed system of social stratification which levels impurity and SL;bsewi;:nl position ©

the low casteswhileprovidingprivi -
o gprivilegesandpurity to y . hy text
of Hinduism, Manusmriti, established extreme i:e P i A

T | : d
Justifies social exclusion” (Devis, 1911) quity as the law of social engagement 4"
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coste and caste sentiments are dominant in muduy i sy
Ll

I|1Il‘||

iy , country
“ - variety of reasons t . m Indian society, The

iped fora v y Asons by various groups of inhabitant I‘| iy

: abitants. The

keep caste alive so that they can continue to dominate fl
die tne

gt n I

|;-' ¥ I\\_‘|I,~-l.1

upper strata

'.\"“tll want 0 d :

B cns1C° .macy. Backward castes Fths e Ay

¢ L ||1L-n"~“l" emacy g astes adopt a dual approach to cope with thi "lm v
., 1S situation,

WIS heir caslte idcnlily‘lt.) get c_cmmmic and political rewards on the -
e ”. ktwl“l' (hey also pm-Fmputc in different activities to climit‘mlc I‘t (‘mc‘ hmul‘:mdlm
:.mt hegemony in society. “Parliamentary democracy and miuh‘flr"ll'!t:*fl‘fills‘ittl's socio-
yerted castes groups into a vote bank. The majonty of political l-t:q"f!jh .‘l.jfstcm ol
Qe own 50‘115‘_Towm the most votes, political parties ado I(:'t'tt R .1‘% .uhL U“Ht.c.m
e (em s oxacerbated by such caste-based politics. Some p()lil_}lo ]t;h. Ld mm.td PN
CMC_::;LL'f"»‘”-“' and caste-based politics becomes their primnry‘lg(:z::"?;:cic'fh tf’;i;?;lmm
i:::w ociety’s equilibrium and.leads o l_vlnodshcd. Many times, pnlitic.-:l D:‘“ic:; :;_itzll:
s based on caste 10 exploit the social demography of the region.Caste alliances
e most reliable means for Political parties to win elections in a Giithwrhat different
political parties normally divide individuals by making contentious caste-based
(his way. most political parties try to attract public votes (Shukia,2008). “The
cization of caste (akes caste and politics nearer together, changing their form in the
<« Politics finds material for articulation when it takes in the caste system into the web
f:&ll‘UCmW~ and caste has a chance to create its identity and position when it makes politics
b qgrena of actiy ity”(Kothart,] 970). The affiliation between caste and politics is largely one
bithe a1ms of coordinating public activities.RajniKothariupincsthul"clcclnralpulilicsini‘usl-
ependent Indialedtotheinvolvement of primitive social structure and its lcadership in action
_, . or indirectly. The caste system influenced the structural and intellectual
yundations of political mobilization”(Kothari, 1970).
L VN Srinivas used the term ‘dominant caste’ which is very important {0 know the link
between caste and democratic politics in India.” A dominant caste 1§ statistically leading and
iields political power as 2 result of its numerical dominance. During elections, politicians
ind caste to be a valuable and appropriate tool” (Srinivas,1966).P01ilics in Indian states
avenow and then been supposed as a fight for political supremacy among main caste
foupings. National politics are also considered to be fractionalized by caste. “Political leaders
gho had previously been barred from entering the sphere are now allowed to do so. As a

sult of the rise of adult franchise and the Panchayati Raj System, intermediate castes aim
Dbe dominant in all sphcrcs"(Hasan,2002).

-~ Article 15 of the Indian Constitution prohibits any form of discrimination against Indians
iSed on religion, race, caste, Sex, OF place of birth. However, Article 15 (4)‘was antxc.nded to
ficalc that nothing in this article prevents the state from creating specific provisions for
Eprogress of socially and educationally underprivileged individuals(Basu,Z.OO‘?)-.AS a rgsult,
BConstitution includes two contrasting concepts of equality, one based on individual rights
I the other on group rights. The Mandal CommissiondcmnrcntedBuckward classes
Cipally in terms of caste. It became mMOre significant to be a member ?f a caste t.han m.hc
lember of 4 certain social class, Caste membership became the decisive factor in getting
Ba1ds,

g 0

-;aﬂdﬂ
a0 1¢
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aste in Indian Politics

¢y Jjalization: %

political Socraltzat : : ;

elon s orientation regarding the selection of
has 1S &

logies. Peop]eacquiremembership of a caste b?; bi
eo 0? .56 and casteism as he/she develops his/he !
tc gloupl:I%«;/her socialization and, as a result, h ,-.;___
‘nent are influenced by ‘caste values’an
ship roles, he/she relies on caste un

Impact of Cast

Every caste
support their id
influence of cas
attitudes, and beliefs.
consciousness, and cngagel
occupying and performing Jeader

] Ui, { Caste:
Leadership Rect witment and : o
The pi)cess of leadership recruitment 18 influenced by the cast.’

politicians who are members of their caste or rel_igiOﬂ- Inthe electior; pr
is very successful. Because most individuals dlSPrust fef:lde'l's from o
People from the top castes, in particular, ha.ve little faith in leader
Cyril,2009).This 1s especially true in states like Haryana, Bihar, Ut

and Andhra Pradesh, where people are very “caste conscious. The lead
made up of either Jats, Bishnois, or Brahmins. Yadavs or Kurmies

Reddys, Kammas, and Valamas are state leaders in Andhra Pradesk

Caste factor in Party Polifics: :
The caste factor is a feature of the Indian political system.”Ca
parties to secure votes in elections.Some political parties are based

political parties in particular.” (K, Hardeep,2018).”The lower caste s
democre_ltic setup, socialist quota politics and Kisan politics, ¢
reservation for OBCs, which culminated in several caste-pro parti
states.”(J. Christophe). The Akali Dal in Punjab is influenced b

Jats. While the BSP in U.Prelies heavily on support from th::

Yadavs,and the BJP rely heavily on support from high-caste Hin

of the Rashtriya Janata Dal un: “
Nitis-}.1 Kumar of the Janata [];mted I'he aree Vadav casetigs

Caste Fuctors in Elections:
In India, the caste system ig
nto

: _ a signi :
taken into consideration whi I 'gnificant element in elect

eciding a candidate for every
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o star campaigner for a specifie region g
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o terest” (Panandikar& K
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| cligious polarisation is anoy|

also decide by

y for varioug reg
ashyap, 200 ).Each and

countrytakes caste
1er form of caste inf]y

the caste background of

'Ons to satisfy the particular
G every party,whether it js 4
INto account when choosing
P : ence in Indian politics. “Voes
4 ikl : ’ npolitics.

- based on caste throughout political drives When choosi ey
P““L,mHu|~.pnrlcl'-‘*'h“‘“ghomCICC“Q“ drives, caste facf I VT
sealing 10 5 (Lo 8, cay 015 are heavily weighed. Elections
. aificant political entity is caste” St
significant | ‘ Y ¢ (Palmer, N, p, 1962).

3
Sdidates R

1 amenlation and Solidarity Factoy:
S Indian Politics, caste groupsare both a
dation for the creation of various pressure
1 soles for power and influence with others.

deepfr into the body politic to Incorpora
pomicﬂ] strata is a marvel of Indj

lelswc‘and unifying power, It serves as a
“Tﬁroups in Indian society. Every such group
e democratic process of penetrating further

te newer castes into the upper socio-economic

1 : ; . 7
itness to all Hekein an democracy, The so-called identity politics that we
e been witness [0 all these decades has to be recognizedas a serious effort by the

Sarginalized sections nf'socitl:ly to bridge the 8ap between themselves and others, bringing
Sereater inclusion and cqunllly. Itis a major mobilizing force in Indian politics".(’CL Lalita
R 8<rVe 45 § H fying energy inan agrarian society, The power pool in these societie;
gstricted to some specific pockets of the region. Redistribution of power is taken place
hin various caste groups. The existence of two or three large caste groups, on the other
leads to factionalism.

fe and pressure groups:

organization known as a pressure group works to insert pressure on the administration
ghall of some specific groups who have similar objectives and interests.”In India, however,
ety of pressure groups have been formed to preserve the interests of distinct castes”.
workings of the pressure group are also influenced by caste, which forces the government
perate in the interests of particular castes.By making concessions to various castes, political
lies compete with one another for their support.Numerically and economically dominant

88 also act as a pressure group and always try to pressurize political parties to choose
rmembers for candidature in elections” (Agrawal, 1998).

Stein government policym aking:

While developing public policy is a crucial duty for effective governance anq t.he
iovement of society, caste has a distinet influence on the government’s numerous policies
lograms. Political parties make decisions with the calste in mind. Individual voting
Ior, political participation, and party formation are all influenced I?y caste. Caste also
dconsiderable effect on the selection of candidates for the Council of Ministers and

Political statuses in the government.

€and the Indian Constitution:
. - : : BC, were
®iIndependence, some parts of Indian society, such as the SC, ST, and O

deal with a
“Mically, socially, and politically backward. They had to rcl):lfln ‘ghiz;sti:::l{:on " Crtire
YOFissucs as a result. As a result, after independence, the 1“_ A gludin it o
00S for (e development of these underprivileged communities, in g
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Suggestions:
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